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The Tale-Tale Heart
1.) In "The Tale-Tale Heart," how does Edgar Allan Poe engage the sense of hearing, and to what extent?
Edgar Allan Poe engages the sense of hearing by using writing styles such as emphasis and rhetorical questions. Emphasis is a range of techniques for stressing a word, phrase, or idea throughout a story. He repeatedly emphasizes the word 'heard.' He says, "I could hear sounds I had never heard before, I heard sounds from heaven, and I heard sounds from hell!!" (1). He also emphasizes on 'Listen! Listen! And I will tell you what happened. Moreover, the use of rhetorical questions engages the sense of hearing. He says, "why do you say that I am mad? Can you not see that I have full control of my mind?" (1). Poe engages the sense of hearing to the extent that one can hear the monologue's words.
2.) What is Edgar Allan Poe’s purpose in writing “The Tale-Tale Heart."
Edgar Allan Poe explores the themes of guilt, madness, and delusion throughout his short story "The Tell-Tale Heart" and offers the reader a unique insight into the mind of a maniac who has a guilty conscience. The story is told by a narrator who believes that he is entirely sane and attempts to prove his sanity by explaining his crime's effect on his mind in detail. Poe's creation of an unreliable narrator, who tells the reader that he loves the old man before killing him and chopping his body into pieces, emphasizes the effects of madness and delusion. The mentally unstable narrator proceeds to explain how he took the extreme precaution to dismember the old man's body before the police suddenly arrived. In the narrator's mind, his actions are justified, and the fact that he takes certain precautions and calculated measures to hide the body proves his sanity.
3.) How does setting contribute to the intention of Edgar Allan Poe’s “The Tale-Tale Heart."
The action of the recounted tale takes place in the house the narrator shares with the old man. Simultaneously, the narrator is telling the story from either a prison or an insane asylum where he has been incarcerated. But even more importantly, the setting is actually inside the obsessed mind of the narrator himself. For the crucial, pivotal event of the story, he hears the beating of the dead man's heart take place solely within his own tortured imagination. Thus the setting adds to the symbolic meaning of 'heart,' meaning mind, thus the tell-tale of the mind.
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